Percutaneous laparoscopic cholecystectomy: the first fifty.
A series of 50 percutaneous laparoscopic cholecystectomies was performed by one surgeon between 7 June and 25 October 1990 using a modified technique as described by Dubois. There were 42 females and 8 males, the average age being 44 years with a range of 14-76 years. The average operating time was 80 min, ranging from 35 to 210 min. Postoperative stay averaged 2.9 days and there was an average of 11 days to return to work. Complications consisted of a subhepatic bile collection requiring open drainage, one minor wound infection and one minor abdominal wall haematoma. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a safe technique for removing the gall-bladder resulting in a rapid convalescence and early return to work. The initial learning curve is long and careful case selection should be carried out in this phase.